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Gay Hate crime Murder in school, openly gay student, 15 year-old Lawrence King, the next HERO to be remembered on the
Gay American Heroes National Memorial? www.GayAmericanHeroes.com
A National Memorial honoring all LGBT persons who have been murdered because of their sexual orientation and identity.
All people who live honestly about their sexual orientation or gender identity are heroic, as it takes great strength and courage to face the daily struggles for personal freedom in the face of enormous opposition; to ultimately give their life for said freedom makes them...HEROES.
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Gay student in Oxnard, California declared brain dead. Police Confirm and File Hate-Crime Charges.
Ft. Lauderdale, FL (February 15, 2008) - On February 13th 15-year-old Lawrence King was declared brain dead after he was shot  by a fellow student at Oxnard Junior High School. King, an openly gay student, was shot during his first period English Class in front of twenty four other students.  According to classmates, King was known to wear makeup and feminine jewelry to school and was in conflict with other boys for his open display.

"He would come to school in high-heeled boots, makeup, jewelry and painted nails -- the whole thing," said Michael Sweeney, 13, an eighth-grader. "That was freaking the guys out."
As of today, King is being kept on life support for possible organ donations after being declared brain dead by neurosurgeons at the St. John's Medical Center in Oxnard California. Police are still investigating and the district attorney has yet to determine if the unnamed juvenile suspect will be tried in juvenile court or charged as an adult for murder.  The police and district attorney have determined that the suspect will be charged with a hate crime.

"Anti-gay prejudice continues to take the lives of innocent people, that is why the Gay American Heroes project is so important", said Congressman Barney Frank.

 
Daniela Sea, of HBO’s The L Word, added: "I just heard the news about Lawrence King being murdered and all I can think of, over and over, is not again. His Junior High school was just 20 miles from my childhood home. It could so easily have been me. It's that close to home. What an amazing spirit he possessed. To express himself so openly and bravely at such a young age is nothing less than heroic. And the fact that he was killed for being honest and open about who he was is a disgrace and a huge tragedy. He will not be forgotten. We all should honor his memory by doing all we can to stop these hate crimes."
From South Florida, syndicated television’s Judge David Young concluded: "Lawrence King was yet another victim of a cruel and vicious attack simply because he was different. As a society, we can never tolerate violence against anyone who looks different or acts atypical of what is often considered normal. The perpetrators of this heinous hate crime should be tried as adults and suffer the consequences for their actions.  Moreover, their parents should bear some of the responsibility for their child's behavior, which is something that is learned."
"This is a unnecessary tragedy. And let us no forget the twenty plus other LGBT murders that we know of in 2007, such as 25 year old Ryan Keith Skipper of Florida and 20 year old Sean Kennedy of South Carolina. We are calling on local officials to do a thorough investigation involving an openly, gay student and we will keep a close watch as the investigation proceeds regarding this terrible crime. Our thoughts go out to the entire King family and thank them for their courage in having Lawrence's organs help other people live," said Scott Hall Founder of Gay American Heroes.
To read stories about King's murder please see LA Times online and Gay American Heroes on the links below.

http://www.latimes.com/news/la-me-oxnard13feb13,0,432082.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-oxnard14feb14,0,7204301.story
www.GayAmericanHeroes.com
About Gay American Heroes Foundation

Gay American Heroes Foundation is committed to education and remembrance of those who died because of their sexual orientation and gender identity via a traveling memorial and educational exhibition which will travel across the United States to universities, colleges and communities where hate crimes have occurred.  Information on Gay American Heroes Foundation may be found at www.GayAmericanHeroes.com
Gay American Heroes Foundation, Inc. is a Florida not for profit corporation and is in the process of obtaining IRS recognition of its 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status.  Pending such recognition, GAHF operates under the fiscal sponsorship of Dade Community Foundation, Inc. in Miami, Florida, which is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization.  Donations made to GAHF via the Gay American Heroes Fund at Dade Community Foundation are therefore deductible to the extent permitted by law.
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