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Winter Party FESTIVALSM CULTURAL EVENTS
2008 Festival Abounds With Cultural and Non-Dance Happenings for Everyone
Miami, FL, January 28 --- There’s even more to do this time around at the fifteenth annual Winter Party Festival, February 23rd through March 3rd, 2008.  From family picnics to fashion shows, cocktail receptions, and civil rights exhibits, the Festival delivers something for everyone.  The week-long celebration produced by the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force is best-known for its fabulous dance events, but has grown to include a variety of activities and cultural events for specific segments of the LGBT community, young or old.
The Festival kicks off on Saturday, February 23rd, with Hollywood Nights, an event for LGBTQ youth and their friends at Legion Memorial Park in Miami.  Sunday, February 24th, the LGBT Family Picnic will take place at TopeeKeegee Yugnee in Hollywood, co-hosted by South Florida Family Pride. It’s a fun afternoon in the park for parents and kids, new friends and old, complete with food and festivities.  Then on Wednesday, February 27th, from 7:00 to 9:30 p.m. the Doubletree Surfcomber hosts Departure Lounge, the official Winter Party Festival welcome party presented by Showtime Networks.  This poolside event features music, cocktails, hors d'oeuvres and provides an opportunity to learn more about Miami-Dade's leading LGBT organizations.
On Thursday, February 28th from 9:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. South Beach’s popular fragrance and cosmetics store, Sephora, opens its doors after regular hours for an exclusive late-night shopping event for Festival guests with the Sephora Shopping Spree featuring raffle prizes and complimentary cocktails. Lincoln Road (at Euclid Circle) comes alive with the Winter Party Runway fashion show on Friday, Feb 29th, from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.  DJ Sayho spins while Miami's hottest male and female models walk the runway in an outdoor fashion extravaganza showcasing the latest from presenting sponsor aussieBum and local favorite Red Carter Swimwear.  

Along with all the fun, festival-goers are encouraged to remember those in the LGBT community who lost their lives because of prejudice. Gay American Heroes is a memorial traveling to communities throughout the USA to honor the lives of LGBT people who died as a result of hate crimes based on their sexual orientation and gender identity.
-more-

The exhibit is open daily at the Miami Beach Botanical Gardens, from February 28th to March 1st, with an opening cocktail reception from 8:00 to 10:00 p.m. on February 29th.  Concurrent with this exhibit and in the same location will be Days Without Sunshine: Anita Bryant's Anti-Gay Crusade. The Stonewall Library & Archives is bringing this fascinating exhibit about the history of the controversial 1970s hate campaign initiated by former actress and Floridian, Anita Bryant, and how the gay civil rights movement mobilized against it.  
Beautiful Dreamer is presented by and for the transgender community and their friends. This event at Cafe Pisa in Fort Lauderdale on Saturday, March 1st from 7:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. features a cocktail reception, a buffet dinner, a presentation by noted sexologist and author Dr. Marilyn Volker, and entertainment by Mark Angelo, Sandy Collins, Topaz and Boom Boom.  Several women’s events, including a picnic, cocktail hour and jazz brunch are also in the works. For more information, tickets and a complete schedule of events please visit www.winterparty.com
Since 1994 the Festival and its sister event, the Miami Recognition Dinner, have raised more than $2 million for organizations serving the South Florida LGBT community.  Two-thirds of the net proceeds from Winter Party Festival will be distributed to the Miami-Dade LGBT community through a granting program administered by the Dade Community Foundation, while the remaining one-third of the proceeds will benefit the Task Force.
About  the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force: 
The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force was the first national lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender rights organization and remains the community’s uncompromising progressive voice. We fight for equality and justice by building grassroots power through training, advocacy, organizing and forward-thinking research and expertise. We challenge not only the status quo in mainstream America, but politics as usual within the LGBT community, and we refuse to make political compromises that would leave anyone behind.  The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force Foundation is a 501(c)(3) corporation.   More information is available at www.theTaskForce.org. 
WINTER Party FESTIVALSM SPONSORS AND PARTNERS

411 Magazine, Alegria, Ascension, aussieBum, Bacardi, BigMuscle.com, Black & Blue, Blue Ball, Boston InNewsweekly, Buzz Magazine, Cherry, Chicago Free Press, Club Nautico, David Barton Gym, Express News, fab, Gay Chicago Magazine, Gay Internet Radio Live, Gay Whistler Ski Week – WinterPRIDE, Gloss Magazine, GMAPS360, GO Magazine, GreatPartyPics.com, Gun Oil, Halo, Hilton Wolman Presents, HotSPOTS! Magazine, HX, HX Philadelphia, Independence 2008, Instinct, jakeinteractive.com, JustCircuit, MaleCiti.com, Manhunt.net, Mark Nelson Events, Mark’s South Florida List, Masterbeat.com, Miami Beach 25/7, Miami Beach VCA, Miller, MRNY.com, The Naked Concierge, Next Magazine, noiZe Magazine, One Mighty Weekend, Orbitz, Outlook Weekly Magazine, Partylist.com, Passport Magazine, Purple 8, Rockstar Energy Drinks, SAVE Dade, Social Miami at Sagamore, Showtime Networks, sobegayinfo.com, Sobe, Social Club, Terra Networks, Tom Bercu Presents, Undergear, White Party-Miami, White Party-Palm Springs, Wire Magazine
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